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Introduction

During the years 2002-2007 in Jerusalem, one of the most innovating, inspiring and significant
projects in Israeli art ook place , The Heare (comment) project included a series of 11 site-specific
events orchestrated by Lea Mauas and Diego Rotman of the Sala-Manca art group, involving some
400 artists. These events took plae in various sites around the city, including the Saidaff Courr,
Argentina House, Underground Prisoners Museum, Sergey Courtyard, David Ciradel, Ciry Center
Municipal Administration, Anglican School, Science Museum, Print Workshop, Mariensrift
Hospital, Uganda, Daila, and the Public Sphere.

*Heara is a collection of testimonies, reflections, interpretations and documentations of Heare
events, as well as images from issues of Hearat Shulaym (Note in the Margin), an independent
contemporary art and literature journal published together and as an inherent part of the events.
The book includes arricles published in Hearar Shulaym and additional articles written especially
for the book by Israeli artists and scholars, as well as artworks which were part of the Heans art
project.

The art events and journal were active in divided, grief-stricken Jerusalem of the Second Intifada,
ourside conventional art venues and withour any cooperation or funding by the governmenr or
private corporations. Nevertheless, the events managed to form fascinating connections between
artists operating in different media — visual art, theater, poetry, video and sounds, and creared a
platform of growth and arriculation for hundreds of artists, producing exciting, unpredicrable,
inspiring and thought-provoking pieces.

In tandem with the Heara events and Hearat Shudaym publications, Sala-Manca and Mervey
Shapiro established the no-org.net platform, where four international online exhibitions were
held. They also starred and produced the Sugia events together with Tal Adler, Ronen Eidelman,
Hagar Goren, Nir Harel, Masha Zusman and Rafram Chaddad, bringing together artists, cultural
activists, scholars and members of the public in the course of two days devoted to discussions,
lectures and project presentations — all revolving around the interrelacions berween art, culeure,
new media, politics and society.

The Hearn 11 event took place in October 2007 in seven different locations. [ts subritle was “The
last Heara, or before we become a bicnnale”,

In 2009, the Sala-Manca group started Mamuta (an acronym combining the Hebrew words
for “mammoth” (mamua) and “WGO" (amuta), a reference o the rransition from independent
activity to the establishment of a dedicared NGO) - a long-term project promoting contemporary
art. The project was active in Ein Karem, at the home of artist Danicla Passal, donated for the
purpose of establishing artist workshops and a meeting place for various ethnic groups. This center,
run by the Sala-Manca group (Mauas and Rotman) through the Hearac Shulaym NGO together
with the Jerusalem Foundation, hosted dozens of artists and curators from Israel and abroad,

L
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produced five solo exhibitions, hosted two international exhibitions and produced projects outside
the Ein Karem home. The cenrer also produced works by Isracli arrists in various venues abroad
and published caralogues documenting exhibitions and unique projects relaced to the history of

lseacli art.

In July 2011, the Mamura Center in Ein Karem was shut down due to disputes berween the estate
which funded it and the Jerusalem Foundation. In December 2013, it was reopened in Hansen
House, a center for art, design and technology in Jerusalem.

The book offers a critical evaluation of the Heara events, examining rheir historical and sociopolitical
context, and illuminating their points of reference to key issues in contemporary art and art theory,
thereby suggesting a unique framework for understanding the events and their enabling context,
occasionally with a whiff of nostalgia.
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